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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. If you 
are not already a subscriber, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be sent to your home every 
two weeks for six months, absolutely free. 
Your name and address is all we ask. Sub- 
scribers, please send in the names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for a free sample copy. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


IN addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 


HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $1.50 
Single copies 15 


The Known Bible and its Defense 
IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
March 13, 1954 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring dire 
results in adulthood. 

The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interest- 
ing and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar, time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 

With full-color illustrations. Price 15 


Daniel —an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Price 15 


Bible Story Color Look —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color. 

Size 812x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price 50 





Megiddo Hymn Book 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” 

Price $1.25 


New booklets 


The Coming of Jesus & Elijah and 
the Great Battle of Armageddon— 


revised and newly reprinted, is now 
available. It shows the future for this world 
as plainly set forth in the Bible. Mankind 
need not remain in ignorance as to the 
outcome of the present chaotic condition. 
The Creator has a plan. It is unfolding as 
revealed in His Word. Upon these pages 
you can read about it: the Kingdom to 
come, the King, His herald who will pro- 
claim His advent, the work to be done. It 
is all revealed. Vital facts that everyone 
should know. Size 6x 9, 64 pages. Price .15 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit—a new- 
ly revised booklet containing Scriptural evi- 
dence on the subject of the Holy Spirit. It 
discusses the Apostolic period when the 
Church had the Holy Spirit Power, the 
period when it was withdrawn, and the 
time it shall again be restored. 

64 pages, Price 15 





THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 


The word “Megiddo” is of Hebrew origin, 
its meaning being: True soldiers of God; 
God is in this place with a band of troops. 


It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 


Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





THE MeEGIpDO MESSAGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 8, 1879. 
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The Garden of Eden not Literal 


Scripture reading, Isaiah 5: 1—21. 


volved around the question of the geographic loca- 

tion of the Garden of Eden, and men have searched 
for it throughout Babylonia on the supposition that the 
narrative has reference to a literal plot of ground in 
which Adam and Eve were placed when created. It is 
amazing to see in a late encyclopedia a picture of the 
painting by Raphael, representing Adam and Eve in a 
literal garden in the center of which is a large tree, and 
around its body is entwined an immense serpent with its 
head between two large branches of the tree watching the 
woman hand to the man the forbidden fruit. This picture 
by Raphael was painted during the dark, Medieval Ages, 
and truly represents the darkness of the masses in re- 
gard to the beautiful story of Genesis. 

Without an exception it has been the teaching of all 
denominations that the story of creation has reference to 
the literal creation, when as a matter of fact it is relat- 
ing entirely to the spiritual creation, God’s plan of sal- 
vation for mankind. The Scriptures tell of one faithful 
man that God is creating in “righteousness and true holi- 
ness,” from both Jew and Gentile, taken out of all na- 
tions. This man composed of Christ the Head and His 
body the Church, is now in the process of being made in 
His image, and when completed will be “very good.” 


In History of the Warfare of Science with Theology, 
the late Hon. Andrew Dickson White says of the “fall of 
man”: “Ever since the beginning of man’s effective think- 
ing upon the great problems around him, two antagonis- 
tic views have existed regarding the life of the human 
race upon earth. The first of these is the belief that man 
was created ‘in the beginning’ a perfect being, endowed 
with the highest moral and intellectual powers, but that 
there came a ‘fall,’ and, as its result, the entrance into 
the world of evil, toil, sorrow, and death... .” 


Dr. White admitted that the myth is not found in the 
Bible, for he said: “As to the Christian Church, no word 
of its Blessed Founder indicates that it was committed by 
him to this theory, or that he even thought it worthy of 
his attention. . . . Suffice it that, though among English- 
speaking nations by far the most important influence in 
its favor has come from Milton’s inspiration rather than 
from that of older sacred books. . . .” The blind poet 
Milton was drunken on pagan and papal myths and wrote 
from that viewpoint, not from the Scriptures. 


With these thoughts in mind, the reader will neces- 
sarily find the elucidation of the subject of “The Garden 
of Eden Not Literal,’ by the Prophets, Jesus and the 
Apostles, to be fundamentally different from what is 
usually taught in Sunday Schools, and books on theol- 
ogy. But “what saith the Lord?” is to be our attitude if 
we desire to understand His blessed Word. We must pay 
strict attention to what He has said through His Proph- 
ets, Apostles, and Jesus His Son. Words are signs of 
ideas, and unless we pay close attention we shall fail to 
get the right idea contained therein. God’s Word alone— 
not theology or doctrines of men—can be depended upon 
to make plain His plan and purpose. 


f | “HROUGHOUT the ages endless controversy has re- 


In Genesis 2:8 we read in the King James Version, 
“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; 
and there he put the man whom he had formed.” Now 
we shall give the rendering in the Catholic or Douay Ver- 
sion, which is nearer the original: “And the Lord God 
had planted a paradise of pleasure from the beginning: 
wherein he placed man whom he had formed.” We have 
also consulted the original Hebrew, and this is what we 
find there: “And the Lord God is planting a garden, a 
vineyard, into which to place the man he is creating.” 


In Genesis 1: 26, we read, “And God said, Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion... .’” First He says, “Let us make man,” singu- 
lar, “and let them,” plural. This is made plain in Eph. 
2:14, 15, where Paul states that God is now making one 
new man out of Jew and Gentile: “For he is our peace, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken down the mid- 
dle wall of partition between us; having abolished in his 
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments con- 
tained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one 
new man, so making peace.” 


This one multitudinous man whom God is making, 
is to be placed in this garden of delights. It would be 
foolish to assume that a literal garden is meant, or that 
a literal man is to be placed into it. But the popular be- 
lief is that God planted a literal garden and walled it in, 
and into it He put the man whom He had formed, to till 
it. And when the man was in a deep sleep He took from 
his side a rib, and from it He made a woman to be a 
helpmeet for the man. Not only that, but He made a 
snake that could talk, and that walked around on its tail! 
The common belief is that God planted this literal garden 
with lovely fruit trees and told the man that he could eat 
of all the trees in the garden except one. And He put this 
snake—which by popular theology is termed the devil— 
into this garden with the man, to draw him away into 
transgression of God’s law. Then they believe that be- 
cause the man fell, God damned him and all his posterity 
to eternal life in a lake of fire! 

Can you believe it? Can you receive anything so out of 
harmony with love, mercy, or justice? A God of love and 
mercy would never do such a terrible thing, although it 
is the teaching of the entire religious world. God made 
man a free moral agent, to choose the evil or the good; 
and by choosing evil, man becomes a devil or satan. 


In our Scripture lesson the Prophet begins to unfold 
the “bud” of Genesis. Had you never seen a full-blown 
rose, could you tell by the bud what its beauty would be? 
You could not conceive of its beauty and fragrance. So it 
is with these beautiful truths of Genesis. The first three 
chapters are the “bud,” and it is blossomed out in the 
writings of the holy Prophets, Jesus, and the Apostles. 
Thus Isaiah says in this chapter: “Now will I sing to my 
well beloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard. 
My beloved [the beloved of the Lord] hath a vineyard in 
a very fruitful hill:”’—it is in an elevated place—“and 
he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and 
planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the 
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midst of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he 
looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought 
forth wild grapes.” 

Here is the blooming out of the bud, and it tells us it 
is the vineyard or garden of the Lord. Does it say He 
planted it with fruit trees? No; but listen further: “And 
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, 
judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What 
could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have 
not done in it? wheretore, when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And 
now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: 
I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten 
up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trod- 
den down; and I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, 
nor digged; but there shall come up briers and thorns; 
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it.” 

In verse 7 the solution is given: “For the vineyard of 
the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of 
Judah his pleasant plant :”—yes, this vineyard or garden 
of the Lord is the house of Israel, spiritual Israel,—‘‘and 
he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for right- 
eousness, but behold a cry.”” When God blooms out this 
bud, He tells us the garden or vineyard is the house of 
Israel, God’s people; therefore we dare not say it is a 
literal garden of fruit trees. 

In Psalm 80:8 we are told, “Thou hast brought a vine 
out of Egypt; thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted 
it.” Yes, Moses went down into Egypt and brought out 
God’s people, Israel; thus the Lord says He brought this 
“vine” out of Egypt and planted it. He planted His gar- 
den “eastward in Eden,” toward the Sun’s rising! it was 
a beautiful garden. “Thou preparedest room before it, 
and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land” 
(v. 9). This is speaking prophetically of that future time 
when this garden shail fill the whole earth. Then shall 
verse 3 meet its fulfillment, “Turn us again, O God, and 
cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.” 

We read in verse 10, “The hills were covered with the 
shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly 
cedars.”’ Let us read Ps. 104: 16 and it will tell us what 
these goodly cedars are: “The trees of the Lord are full 
of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted.” 
How plain; no ambiguity! Jesus tells us in John 15:1, 
“TI am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.” 
Also in ch. 14: 6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” Again He 
says “I am the vine, ye are the branches” (John 15:5). 

“Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts; look down 
from heaven, and behold and visit this vine;”—-yes, the 
great eternal God will visit this vine and will make a 
beautiful garden by and by—‘“and the vineyard which 
thy right hand hath planted, and the branch that 
thou madest strong for thyself” (Ps. 80:14, 15). That 
grand time will be when Christ returns. “And he shall 
cause them that come to Jacob to take root; Israel shall 
blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit’ 
(Isa. 27:6). What shall blossom? Israel shall blossom, 
and fil] the world with fruit. This is spoken of spiritual 
Israel, made up of Jew and Gentile, those worthy of the 
name. If we now become a part of that “garden” by walk- 
ing in obedience to God’s Holy Law, we shall be in a beau- 
tiful place when it fills the face of the world with fruit. 

There are two classes mentioned as is plainly evident: 
one is a good vine which His right hand hath planted, and 
the other a degenerate vine because of disobedience, to 
which our attention is called in Jer. 2:21, “Yet I had 


planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed: how then 
art thou turned into the degenerate plant of a strange 
vine unto me?” Of this degenerate vine it is said: “It is 
burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the re- 
buke of thy countenance.” But on the other hand, “Let 
thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son 
of man whom thou madest strong for thyself” (Ps. 80: 
16, 17). This is spoken of “the man,” multitudinous, “the 
man of thy right hand,” as Genesis 1: 26 tells us: “Let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness . . .” 

We are now sowing the “seed” and the “fowls” are 
plucking up much of it; but by and by His face will shine, 
and the earth shall be filled with fruit. Paul the Apostle 
will tell us in Heb. 2: 1—3 how we should give heed to 
the words of truth spoken by this “Man” who is the Head 
of the multitudinous body of Christ: “Therefore we ought 
to give the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. For 
if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just recom- 
pense of reward; how shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 
a Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 

im?” 

Again Paul says in Rom. 11: 24 that we are taken out 
of the wild olive tree, and are grafted contrary to nature 
into the tame olive tree. What is termed a “garden” in 
one place is called a “tree” in another. They all mean the 
same and are but different ways of expressing the 
thought. In Eph. 2: 20 it is illustrated in still another 
way, that we “are built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone.” Let us read further in Heb. 2: 6—8, “But 
one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou 
visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the 
angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honor, and 
didst set him over the works of thy hands; thou hast put 
all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put 
all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not 
put under him. But now we see not yet all things put 
under him.” Yes, we see not yet all things put under His 
feet. Whose feet? The feet of the “son of man,” the mul- 
titudinous man. “But we see Jesus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor.” The Head of this mul- 
titudinous Man is all that has been completed. The “body” 
shall receive immortality after Judgment. 

This has no reference to past events, nor present, but 
is all future in reference to the dominion. Not one thing 
is yet put under Him, not even the “fowls of the air.” The 
time will come, however, when they will have to proclaim 
the Truth of the Word or be destroyed. That is what we 
are told in Acts 3: 23, “And it shall come to pass, that 
every soul, which will not hear that Prophet, shall be 
destroyed from among the people.” Also Isa. 60: 12 tells 
us, “The nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall 
perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.” Fur- 
ther in this chapter we read: “The glory of Lebanon shall 
come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box 
together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary; and I 
will make the place of my feet glorious. The sons also of 
them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee; and 
all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at 
the soles of thy feet; and they shall call thee, The city of 
the Lord, The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Whereas 
thou hast been forsaken and hated, so that no man went 
through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy 
of many generations.” 





March 13, 1954 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 3 








What is styled a “vineyard” in other places, is here 
called the lovely “City of the Lord,” of which is said fur- 
ther: “I will make thy officers peace, and thine exactors 
righteousness, Violence shall no more be heard in thy 
land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders; but 
thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. 
... Thy people also shall be all righteous: they shall in- 
herit the land forever, the branch of my planting,..that I 
may be glorified.” Of whom is this branch of His plant- 
ing composed? Of all the righteous, those who are to rule 
over the nations with Christ the Head of the body. This 
“branch” is not yet completed; “but we see Jesus” only, 
crowned with glory and honor. He alone, of all the 
Adamic race, has been crowned with immortality. Christ 
the head of the “man” and the Church His body, compose 
the new man that shall have dominion “over the fish of 
the sea.” What are the fish of the sea? Jesus tells us in 
Matt. 13: 47, 48, “The kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
net that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every 
kind; which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat 
down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the 
bad away.” Those are the “fish” He was speaking of, and 
there are both good and bad; just as there are “degener- 
ate plants,” contrary to nature. This could not be true 
of a literal vine. A tame vine could not bear wild grapes; 
but in the illustration we are told that they produced 
“wild grapes,” turned aside from the Truth and cast the 
word behind them. 


But in Ps. 80:18 the class who are steadfast is men- 
tioned: “So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, 
and we will call upon thy name.” This is after the Resur- 
rection Day that we shall be quickened. The dead in 
Christ shall be raised to mortal life, and if found wor- 
thy shall be granted the quickening of immortality, given 
the birth of the Holy Spirit, never again to taste death. 
Jesus said in John 3:6, 8, “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. ... The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born 
of the Spirit.” But the fowls have plucked up the seed 
and sown tares, and have led all the so-called Christian 
world to believe men are now born of the Spirit. No one 
can lift his feet and go with the freedom of the wind now. 
We can never be born of the Spirit until Jesus comes and 
we look upon His face; we then shall be changed from 
“glory to glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord” (II. Cor. 
3:18). We then shall be made like unto the angels, nei- 
ther shall we die any more. That is when Ps. 80:19 is 
fulfilled: “Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy 
face to shine; and we shall be saved.” 


In Matthew 20 we read where Jesus spake a parable 
concerning this garden or vineyard of the Lord. “For the 
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a house- 
holder, which went out early in the morning to hire la- 
borers into his vineyard.” These laborers are men and 
women who have agreed to serve God. He went out early 
in the morning of this “day of salvation” to hire laborers; 
also in the third hour of the day; and again about the 
sixth and ninth hours and hired laborers into His vine- 
yard. And again at the eleventh hour, near the close of 
the day, He hired laborers. Down after the early morning, 
in the third hour of the day of salvation when Noah called 
laborers into the vineyard, it was still the garden or vine- 
yard of the Lord; and down in the ninth hour, when Jesus 
called men and women to His Kingdom and glory 
(I. Thess. 2: 12), it was still His garden; and now, away 
down in the eleventh hour, as the day is drawing to a 


close, He still is hiring laborers into this vineyard or gar- 
den of God. 

Now there are trees in this garden, and they have to be 
tilled and watered. Paul says in I. Cor. 3:6, “I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.” 
Jesus says of these trees: “Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit... . Wherefore by 
their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7: 16, 17, 20). Ah! 
these trees are men and women. With this solution, we 
can begin to see some reason to it, instead of a literal 
garden with one man and his wife in it with a serpent— 
which walked around on its tail and could talk, and which 
was much smarter than the man and woman—walled in 
there with them! There is nothing literal about it, but 
Jesus and all the holy Prophets and Apostles tell us what 
the garden is, and that God is still putting into it laborers 
to work out their salvation. That is the “day” spoken of 
in Gen. 2:4, “These are the generations of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created, in the day that 
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.” 

There are generations in this “day of salvation.” Paul 
says in II. Cor. 6:1, 2, “We then, as workers together 
with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace 
of God in vain. For he saith, I have heard thee in a time 
accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succored 
thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation.” During this day of salvation He has 
hired laborers into this vineyard, and we are told that 
His vineyard is “the whole house of Israel,” and the men 
of Judah are His pleasant plants. There is not a literal 
thing about it. The man that is likened unto a householder 
who hired laborers into his vineyard is God, and the gar- 
den or vineyard is the Church. 


Let us read Ps. 92:6, 9, 11—14, and see what is said 
there about the trees. “A brutish man knoweth not, nei- 
ther doth a fool understand this. When the wicked spring 
as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do 
flourish; it is that they shall be destroyed for ever: ... 
For, lo, thine enemies, O Lord, for, lo, thine enemies shall 
perish; all the workers of iniquity shall be scattered... . 
Mine eye also shall see my desire on mine enemies, and 
mine ears shall hear my desire of the wicked that rise up 
against me. The righteous shall flourish like the palm 
tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that 
be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the 
courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in 
old age; they shall be fat and flourishing.” 

What is this “house”? In Heb. 3: 6 we are told: “Christ 
as a Son over his own house, whose house are we, if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm 
unto the end.” All who maintain this steadfastness are 
trees of the Lord’s own planting. He fills the earth with 
this vine of righteousness; although at the present the 
majority have turned into degenerate vines. It is as de- 
clared in Jer. 2: 18, “For my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living 
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water.” That is the kind of water in this 
“garden” of the Lord; His Word is the living water that 
waters every tree of His planting. It is as Paul said, “I 
have planted, Apollos watered.” He did not come along 
with a literal watering pot. No; we can see the spiritual 
beauty in it. God says He is the “fountain of living 
waters.” 


As for those trees that are watered, there are many 
testimonies. We can give only a few, for lack of space. Let 
us turn to Ps. 96: 11—13, “Let the heavens rejoice, and 
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let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fullness 
thereof.” This is not the literal heavens, earth, and sea. 
The heavens and earth are “the chief of His creation.” 
“Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein; then shall 
the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord.” Jesus said 
in Matt. 13: 38, “The field is the world; and the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom.” The water with which 
they are moistened, which causes them to bear fruit, is 
the Word of Truth. There will be great rejoicing when 
the water of life fills the earth. The trees which rejoice 
before the Lord are men and women who bear the lovely 
fruits of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5: 
22, 23). Of that tree of life, which is Wisdom, as we are 
told in Prov. 3: 18, one may eat freely. Retain her, for she 
is thy life. He who does this shall remain in the garden of 
God and continue to partake of the lovely fruits of wis- 
dom throughout eternity. For this garden of God shall 
never go out of existence. 

The choice “trees” of the spiritual Eden shall remain, 
but the bad ones are to be cast out. Let us so live that we 
may be one of these trees of righteousness that shall re- 
main forever in the beautiful Garden of God. 





TO HAVE AND TO HOLD 


‘$+ DE NOT DECEIVED; God is not mocked; for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

The most tragic sight in the world is young men and 
women who do not discover until too late that obedience, 
discipline, and self-control are the core of character. 
They begin, as youth so often begins, with unspoiled 
characters and unsmirched reputations, and, utterly fail- 
ing to appreciate their opportunity, by lawless living and 
chance-taking they throw it away. They fail to see that 
it is far easier to keep character when they have it than 
to recover it when it is lost. 

How tragic indeed when young people, on the threshold 
of great opportunities, ignore them, to live selfishly and 
thoughtlessly—out to get all they can, only to lose all that 
is loveliest and best in life! When you climb the ladder 
of fame or success, be careful about the things you throw 
away to go a little faster; you may need those things some 
day more than any thing else in the world. 

In the days of His youth, our Lord Jesus grew in wis- 
dom and stature, and was in favor with God and man. 
You may grow in physical stature without growing in 
moral and spiritual stature. Too many of the people who 
are brought into the police courts are such who in the 
days of their youth refused to grow up mentally and mor- 
ally. Instead of facing life eagerly and earnestly, wanting 
to enrich their minds with good and wholesome things, 
they befooled themselves by frittering away their time in 
things that do not profit either mind or spirit. Everyone 
should remember the words of the Wise Man: “There is 
a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 
are the ways of death.” The death he meant is the most 
tragic death of all—eternal death. Jesus challenged 
young and old alike to consider what it would profit them 
if they were to gain the whole world, and in the getting 
and grasping lose their own soul. 

Much talk about character is taken up with the sins 
that have been committed, the evil that has been done, 
and with the pardon and restoration that are waiting for 
the returning sinner. There ought to be more emphasis 
on the sins that have never been committed, the impuri- 
ties that have not yet stained the life, and on the great- 


ness of the opportunity which belongs to a fine youth on 
that account. Even those instructed in the perfect law of 
God must be watchful lest they be influenced by the 
tendency to laxity. Remember, “For whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” Wild oats sown will 
never produce the finest of the wheat. The common idea 
that a certain amount of folly is educational, that a dis- 
solute life makes a man stronger and wiser after his ref- 
ormation, comes either from gross ignorance or black- 
hearted falsehood. Is there anything ennobling about 
murder? Is one better for having stolen? Does lying add 
to a man’s spiritual reserves? So with the touch of any 
sin. Association with evil always leaves a stain which can 
be removed only by prolonged and merciless washing. 
Recovery from sin is a terrific process. 

When the gospel for the penitent sinner has been fully 
appreciated, it still remains true that recovering lost 
character and lost reputation involves an appalling strug- 
gle. Sin has binding power, and the grip of its habits is 
tremendous. Sin has blinding power, and eyes once per- 
verted by it do not easily regain the grace of seeing 
straight. Sin has multiplying power, and each sin spawns 
other sins like fish in the sea, until it seems impossible to 
be rid of them all. Sin has hardening power; it callouses 
the soul until the spiritual touch which once would have 
roused us leaves us dead. To get out of sin when once in 
it, is a heart-breaking task. 

When, therefore, one sees a youth not yet caught, not 
yet mastered by evil habit, walking at large, a moral free- 
man, one wonders if he half appreciates the splendor of 
his opportunity. So marv sermons have been preached on 
the glory of the sinner’s return; so few on the glory of 
his chance before he went away at all. 

The most desirable thing in the world is not the home- 
coming of a prodigal; the most desirable thing is a youth 
who keeps his character by obedience to the highest he 
knows, and never has the bitter struggle of coming back. 

Humanity has never outgrown and never shall out- 
grow the necessity of law and discipline. Nor is any single 
man or woman above this need. Laws and conventions 
serve a useful purpose, and should be strictly obeyed by 
every good citizen and true Christian, regardless of per- 
sonal inconveniences. The fact that certain lawless and 
vicious persons have made an external success in life does 
not mean that all society should lapse into moral anarchy. 
What is success? The painful fact that the very rich and 
powerful are permitted to steal with impunity does not in 
the least condone any lawbreaking, however petty. Law is 
indispensable; discipline is a hard thing, by the observ- 
ance of which life becomes easier and more secure. Easy 
people resent it; wise people embrace it. 

“How long halt ye between two opinions?’ Why the 
hesitancy to complete the work of attaining perfect self- 
control? No object can occupy two places at the same 
time. It is impossible to reach the summit of the Moun- 
tain of God’s Holiness by climbing Fool’s Hill. Since in- 
deed we are bound to come out of the world, let us not try 
to carry over any of its ways or habits or pleasures. If 
the green pastures of the Lord are not sufficient, then 
go and feed for all time in the parched places of the wil- 
derness. Sinful pleasures are like many unlawful items; 
one gets the very cheapest quality, pays the highest price, 
and in the end is destroyed by that for which he lusted. 

We may and often do deceive ourselves, but God is not 
mocked, nor are those who see through His eyes. The tree 
is known by his fruit. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall 
of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 
spirit shall of the spirit reap life everlasting.” 
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THE SCRIPTURAL DEFINITION OF “SATAN” 
AND “DEVIL” 


FRIEND and reader of the MESSAGE writes from 

Canada asking more enlightenment as to the “devil” 
as often mentioned in the Bible. In answering this, we 
will also reply to another question: “Who is the Satan 
mentioned in Job 1: 6 and other scriptures?” 

In order to understand the book of Job we must real- 
ize that it is a parable, for this fact is plainly stated in 
ch. 27:1, “Moreover Job continued his parable, and 
said...” A parable is not an account of a literal occur- 
rence. The Greek Lexicon gives as some of its defini- 
tions: “A comparing; comparison, an illustration serv- 
ing for comparison.” Webster gives as some of its defi- 
nitions the following: “A comparison; a similitude; a 
short narrative by means of which a moral is drawn.” 


In this parable Job represents both the faithful and 
the unfaithful. When he was reconciled to God’s ways 
and thoughts he represented the faithful; and when he 
cursed the aay he was born he represented the unfaithful. 
Satan in the Bible represents anyone who is in opposi- 
tion to God, for that is the meaning of the word. Paul 
could say: “Wherefore we would have come unto you, 
even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us” 
(I. Thess. 2:18). No imaginary Satan from some infer- 
nal regions hindered Paul in his travels, but forty wicked 
men vowed that they would neither eat nor drink until 
they had taken his life (Acts 23:12, 13). In many ways 
Satan hindered his onward progress, but the Satan was 
always wicked men. The same kind of Satan is mentioned 
in Acts 26: 18. 

Jesus sent back a message from heaven in which he 
said: “The devil shall cast some of you into prison” 
(Rev. 2: 10). Who cast John the Baptist into prison and 
caused him to be beheaded? It was no less a personage 
than Herod the king. In Matt. 16:23 Jesus said unto 
Peter: “Get thee behind me, Satan.” Why did Jesus call 
Peter Satan? Because Peter opposed His words. 


Sin is the great opposer to God, and Paul represents 
sin as a master, and we, when we transgress, as his serv- 
ants: “But God be thanked, that [though] ye were the 
servants of sin, ye have obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made 
free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. . . 
For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things 
is death’ (Rom. 6: 17—21). Sin, personified and rep- 
resented as a master, luring all to eternal death and de- 
struction, is the Satan or devil in the case; and all who 
break the law and walk in opposition to God are called 
Satan, or devils. 

Jesus employed the same illustration as did Paul. He 
said to the Jews: “Ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. They answered him, We be 
Abraham’s seed, and were never in bondage to any man: 
how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? Jesus answered 
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever com- 
mitteth sin is the servant of sin” (John 8: 32—34). All 
who prefer to feed on their own thoughts and refuse to 
hear God’s words are, as Jesus said, children of sin, chil- 
dren of the devil. Thus spake Jesus, and we must speak 
the same. 


In our natural condition we are all servants or children 
of sin, and that is why we are called children of the devil. 


This is what Jesus told those Jews who claimed to be 
Abraham’s children. He said to them: “If ye were Abra- 
ham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham... . 
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do.” Sin is here personified and called 
“he,” “a devil,” etc. Then, to show the difference be- 
tween a child of God and a child of the devil, Jesus cried: 
“He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore 
hear them not, because ye are not of God” (vs.:39—47). 

The beloved Apostle John spoke as did his Master. He 
said: “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the 
law: for sin is the transgression of the law... . Little 
children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteous- 
ness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He that com- 
mitteth sin is of the devil. ... In this the children of God 
are manifest and the children of the devil.’”’ How are the 
children of God and the children of the devil manifested? 
By their works. To make his meaning still clearer, the 
Apostle then said: “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked 
one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? 
Because his own works were evil, and his brother’s right- 
eous” (I. John 3: 4, 7, 8, 10, 12). Cain and Abel had the 
same natural father, but Abel by his good works proved 
himself to be a child of God, and Cain by his evil deeds a 
child of sin or the devil. We can have our choice: become 
children of God and reap life everlasting, or remain chil- 
dren of the devil to reap, in the end, everlasting destruc- 
tion. 

Among the twelve disciples Judas was the devil in the 
case, for Jesus said to them: “Have not I chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (John 6:70). These 
testimonies, and many more which we might use, plainly 
prove that in Bible phraseology the terms “Satan” and 
“devil” are applied to men and women who oppose God 
anu disobey His law. With this knowledge we can easily 
understand what Satan is referred to in Job 1: 6, “There 
was a day when the sons of God came to present them- 
selves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” 
it reads in the margin, “the Adversary.” When the Apos- 
tles met with Jesus to partake of the Supper there was a 
Satan or adversary in their midst, in the person of Judas. 
How often in th? last fifty years, as we have met together, 
“Satan came also.” When there is one in our midst who 
opposes God’s law, Satan is here. It was the same kind 
of Satan in Job’s day as it is in our day. 

During the Dark Ages, when mankind were turned 
away from the truth to fables, the world was made drunk 
on the pagan idea of a literal devil whom they supposed 
God had created to tempt men through life and to keep 
the fires burning to torment them through eternity. Some 
people are yet so drunk on the false doctrines that they 
refuse to partake of the water of life which will sober 
them off. While many have given up the doctrine of eter- 
nal torment, they still cling to the idea of a literal devil 
or Satan. They have so long had the devil to blame for 
their shortcomings, and have been so accustomed to 
frighten people into religion by the thought of such a 
monster, that they are loath to give him up. We can re- 
joice that we have a religion which has no devil in it. 

The Apostle warns, “The devil, as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth about, seeking whom he may devour” (I. Pet. 5:8). 
Not only does he walk about, luring into evil, but often 
a high-powered automobile is employed to carry him 
from one scene of evil to another. 
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While we are on this subject we must not forget that 
the greatest Satan or tempter, the one of whom nat- 
urally we are in the most danger, is self, for the Apostle 
James says, “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is fin- 
ished, bringeth forth death” (1:14, 15). If we kill the 
devil in ourselves—which in other words is to die to sin, 
crucify the flesh—we shall be worthy of eternal life. 


In Eph. 6: 10—17 we find Paul tells us how to resist 
the devil. “Finally, my brethren, be strong, in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that we may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we wrestle . . . against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” The rulers of the darkness of 
this world are the great adversaries. It is not one devil, 
but many, and we have to fortify our power mightily to 
resist them. In order to do this Paul exhorts further: 
“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth 
[‘the loins of your mind’—I. Pet. 1:13], and having on 
the breastplate of righteousness [right doing, keeping 
the commandments of God]; and your feet shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace” ;—take off our own 
shoes, our own ways, the ways of this present evil world, 
and put on the sandals of Truth with which we ‘can 
tread the way with ease, —“above all, taking the shield of 
faith [the faith which comes by hearing the word of God 
—Rom. 10:17], wherewith ye shall be able to quench 
all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God: praying always with all prayer and supplica- 
tion.” We must never forget to pray. Thus clad in God’s 
armor we can joyfully endure hardness as good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ and come off victorious in the warfare 
against all sin and evil. 





SEEK TRUTH, NOT GREATNESS 


WELL-KNOWN educator once said, “If any man 

seek for greatness, let him forget greatness and ask 
for truth, and he will find both.” Pre-eminent greatness 
and truth are co-existent; neither can have being without 
the other. A claim to greatness that is built on sham and 
pretense can endure only long enough for the pretender’s 
true identity to become known. 

To seek greatness in a worthy field is an ambition to be 
commended. Without this urge expressing itself in a 
segment of the population, we would be denied much that 
enriches and blesses human life. But what ever field one 
chooses as his area of achievement, in order to succeed he 
must scrupulously adhere to the well-established truths 
common to that field. 

When we speak of seeking truth, the term “truth” 
needs defining. There are scientific truths, mechanical 
truths, political truths, religious truths; and these broad 
definitions of truth could be sub-divided indefinitely. As 
Christians we are especially concerned with obtaining 
divine truths, the infinitesimally small part of the Al- 
mighty’s boundless store of knowledge that He has seen 
fit to share with the earth-born. 

These divine truths originate in a higher Source than 
man. The Bible is the treasury of divine truths; without 
it we are in total ignorance of anything beyond the close 
of our brief mortal life. The Bible, the book of truth, has 
withstood many turbulent storms and yet its authority 


remains unshaken. Many hammers have been broken on 
the anvil, yet the anvil remains unharmed. 

When seeking divine truths we are engaging in the 
most productive of all pursuits. The Proverbs of Solomon 
ring with the praises of heavenly wisdom, which is di- 
vine truth by another name. “Wisdom is the principal 
thing: therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 
understanding. . . . Happy is the man that findeth wis- 
dom, and the man that getteth understanding. . . . She is 
more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst 
desire are not to be compared unto her. Length of days is 
in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honor. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: 
and happy is every one that retaineth her” (Prov. 4:7; 
3: 18—18). 

Proverbs 22: 17—21 associates knowledge with truth, 
and assures us of the certainty and infallibility of the 
truth we are seeking: “iow down thine ear, and hear 
the words of the wise, and apply thine heart unto my 
knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them 
within thee; they shall withal be fitted in thy lips.... 
Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels 
and knowledge, that I might make thee know the cer- 
tainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer 
the words of truth to them that send unto thee?” 

Jesus recognized the value of seeking truth, when He 
said to the Jews, “And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” It is quite probable that Peter 
was present and heard his Lord utter these words, and 
years later in his Second Epistle he carried Jesus’ thought 
still further by saying: “Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
our Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto 
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and vir- 
tue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust” (II. Pet. 1: 2—4). 


The aforementioned educator said: “If any man seek 
for greatness, let him forget greatness and ask for truth, 
and he will find both.” It is also true that the individual 
who seeks for divine knowledge, and adds to his daily liv- 
ing the Christian virtues which the Apostle proceeds to 
enumerate, will have developed a truly great character 
in the process, and in the end shall experience greatness 
at its best, even be made a partaker of the divine nature 
and escape the bondage and limitations of mortality. 

The alert Christian must seek the true teaching of the 
Bible. The Scriptures make definite statements about 
truth and about fables, upholding the former and con- 
demning the latter. “If there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house 
[church or ecclesia], neither bid him God speed: for he 
that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds” 
(II. John 10, 11). In Jeremiah 23 the Almighty is against 
the man who speaks lies in His name. And through Peter 
He demands: “If any man speak let him speak as the 
oracles of God.” Jesus condemned the hypocritical Phari- 
sees because they taught for “doctrines the command- 
ments of men.” 

In Paul’s Epistle to Titus, bishop of the Church at 
Crete, he warns against any adulteration of the true doc- 
trine: “Holding fast the faithful word, that he may be 
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 
gainsayers. ... In all things showing thyself a pattern 
of good works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, grav- 
ity, sincerity” (Titus 1:9; 2:7). 
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In I. Tim. 6: 3—5 Paul brands the man who teaches 
contrary to the true doctrine, who consents not to the 
“wholesome words . . . of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
the doctrine which is according to godliness,” as “proud, 
knowing nothing.” The importance of adhering closely 
to the true teaching is forcefully revealed in the curse 
pronounced by Jesus (Rev. 22: 18, 19), against those who 
add to or take from the word of God. 

Seeking greatness such as the world offers is very dis- 
appointing, yet many people seek it. Only a comparative- 
ly small percentage of those living today possess the 
ability to make a mark in the world. Some among these 
may generate the needed determination and expend the 
necessary effort to become great. But what of the end? 
what will such earthly greatness amount to with the pass- 
ing of the years? As with all living, a time must come 
when the possessor of the most distinguished talents, or 
the fabulously rich, shall be locked in the cold clutches of 
death, and then all their cherished greatness shall be dis- 
solved forevermore. 

In Psalm 49 the Psalmist deplores the man who seeks 
merely for worldly greatness: “. .. wise men die, likewise 
the fool and brutish person perish, and leave their wealth 
to others. Their inward thought is, that their houses shall 
continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all genera- 
tions; they call their lands after their own names... . 
Nevertheless man being in honor abideth not: he is like 
the beasts that perish.” 


The great men of earth, kings, emperors, presidents, 
statesmen and generals, at one time looked up to and 
honored by thousands, pass silently on, their glory fading 
with them as the oncoming generations arise to take their 
place. These observations remind us of another timely 
saying by the Apostle Peter: “For all flesh is grass, and 
all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 
withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away” (I. Pet. 
1:24). What a gloomy outlook! The greatness this world 
offers has no real endurance. All its pleasures and 
achievements are too short-lived. Is there nothing else we 
can seek? Ah, yes, seek truth! 

Above all we should seek the truth about ourselves, 
seek to know the weaknesses in our own character, that 
we may correct that which is displeasing to God while 
there is yet time to do it, remembering that if there is one 
thing untrue in us, we are untrue. We cannot expect 
God will perpetuate us if unworthy. We cannot hope that 
He will choose us as His associates during the countless 
ons of time unless His interests have become our in- 
terests, unless our life pattern is fashioned after His. It 
was the Great Teacher Himself who said: “Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect.” 

If we seek the truth about ourselves, and employ that 
information wisely and continuously, we some day shall 
be the possessor of true greatness, joint-heirs with Christ, 
and scns and daughters of God Almighty. 





OUR NEXT ISSUE 


The next issue of THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE will be our 
yearly True Christmas and New Year Number. It will 
contain evidence of the true date of the Nativity and the 
beginning of the Bible year. Other special features will 
be a “Home Christmas Service”; ‘““How to Calculate Bible 
Time”; a story for children, and other interesting arti- 
cles. The contents, together with a full-color reproduction 
of an artist’s scene of the Nativity, will certainly hold 
your interest. Watch for it! Do not miss it! 


AT THE JOURNEY’S END 


Come, my brother, let us hasten! See the sunset in the west! 
Soon the evening shades will gather; at the journey’s end is rest. 
Let us cast aside the burdens; they retard our onward way, 
And are only useless baggage; thus we will God’s law obey. 


We must strive with earnest effort that each duty be well done; 

And our work must all be finished ere the setting of the sun. 

There’s no time for idle dreaming; we are on the homeward way; 

And methinks I hear Him calling, “Come, my child, come home 
today.” 


Oh, my brother, I am weary with the toiling of the day! 

Let us rest for just a moment, then we must be on our way. 

Why should we be always climbing where the road is rough and 
steep, 

While my feet are sore and aching? yet I must not stop to weep. 


Why not travel on the highway? There the road is firm and smooth. 
’Tis the road that many travel. That’s the road that I would choose. 
They are going to the City, as I heard one pilgrim say. 

Come, my brother, let us join them; ’tis by far the better way. 


In the distance lies the City, gleaming in the sun so bright; 

And they beckon me to join them, all that wondrous host of light. 

There’s no climbing in the broad way, and ’tis never rough or steep; 

While on road that we are treading—few the pilgrims we shall 
meet. 


Ah, my child, that road below us, traversed by the mighty throng, 

Leading downward to destruction, has been traveled ages long; 

While this road that we are climbing, leading to the God we serve, 

Has been trod by saints and sages. From this path we must not 
swerve. 


Jesus, Prophets, and Apostles, climbed this road so rough and 
steep. 

It was trod by all the faithful; at the journey’s end we’ll meet. 

Come, my brother, let us hasten; we have vowed our God to serve, 

And to Him we must be faithful, not one way of self reserve. 


Yes, dear brother, I will hasten till my task with self is done. 
You shall no more hear me murmur; life eternal must be won. 

I must strive to meet the faithful who have trod this way before; 
They forsook all worldly pleasure and shall dwell forevermore. 


Yes, dear sister, we must never faint, nor falter by the way! 
’Tis the grandest of all ages, just before the close of day. 

We must keep on climbing upward till we reach our final goal; 
We must not be found unworthy, when the Master calls the roll. 


We will keep on climbing, brother; onward, upward we must go 
Till we stand upon the summit, where no trial we shall know. 

See the pilgrims in the distance, coming from the east and west; 
From the north and south they gather, like as we, all seeking rest. 


Suddenly the skies are lighted, we behold our Heavenly King! 

In the air we rise to meet Him; with our shout the heavens ring. 
He has come with holy angels, seated on the great White Throne. 
We are gathered to the Judgment, and shall reap as we have sown. 


Hear the weeping and the wailing by the throng upon the left; 
They refused to follow Jesus, and have lost the promised rest. 
Just one look at His bright glory and the happy, faithful band, 
They are then shut out forever, ne’er to dwell in Kingdom grand. 


Jesus beckons to the faithful, “Come, ye of My Father blest!” 

They are changed to life immortal, have obtained the promised 
rest. 

Oh the beauty and the grandeur of that happy, faithful throng! 

Angels standing by will listen, as they sing the glad, new song. 


Judgment scene at last is ended; Jesus, with His faithful band, 
Standing on the mount of Olives, will set up His Kingdom grand. 
From Jerusalem, His City, they will rule the nations o’er; 
When the law goes forth from Zion it will reach from shore to 
shore. —L. A. S. 
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Meditations on the Word 





MEMORY VERSE: Galatians 1: 15, 16; Acts 26:19, “But 
when it pleased God . . . to reveal his Son in me, that I 
might preach him among the heathen; immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood. . . . I was not dis- 
obedient unto the heavenly vision.” 

Can we say, as did the beloved Paul that always we 
have been immediately obedient to the words from 
Heaven given by the Lord Jesus, the Prophets and Apos- 
tles? No longer must we hearken to the promptings of 
the fleshly mind as it wars against the Spirit of Truth. 
It has been truly said: “To be what God requires and to 
become what we are capable of becoming through obedi- 
ence to His Word, is the only end of life.” 

One of the greatest essentials necessary, if not the 
very greatest, is obedience to those in authority. We can 
readily perceive and understand the necessity of obedi- 
ence in children, obedience to the laws of the land, and 
obedience in carrying out the wishes or orders of those 
by whom we are employed. Apart from obedience, noth- 
ing worthwhile will ever be accomplished. While true in 
temporal matters, this is doubly true and binding in mat- 
ters pertaining to the spiritual life. “If ye be willing and 
obedient,” says the Scripture, “ye shall eat the good of 
the land,” that giorious land of promise in store for the 
faithful. God’s wonderful plan of salvation is based upon 
obedience, and obedience only. 

When the Lord Jesus appeared to Saul the persecutor 
on his way to Damascus to apprehend the saints and hail 
them to prison, did he falter at the command to “right 
about face”? No! With burning zeal and with the voice of 
his risen Lord ringing in his ears, he started at once on 
the course of his great adventure. And where did it lead? 

it carried him up the steep ascent over mountain pass 
and by robber den, under blazing sun and through blind- 
ing blizzard, on and on from city to city across the entire 
Roman Empire into distant Asia, often without food or 
shelter, beaten and stoned by the Jews, whipped with rods 
and torn with scourges by the Romans, in perils among 
false brethren, in weariness and painfulness; notwith- 
standing all this, he could exclaim, “Our light affliction”! 

Our thoughts go back to the early days of Christ’s 
ministry when He called that first little group to fol- 
low Him, the first of whom was “Simon who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea: for they were fishers. And Jesus said unto them, 
Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers 
of men” (Mark 1: 16, 17). 

The thing that causes us to marvel is the manner in 
which these men responded to His call, for it says, “And 
straightway they forsook their nets and followed him.” 
They, as well as a number of other disciples, were im- 
mediately obedient. Their faith and obedience was quite 
an example, and even down in this age we are reaping a 
great blessing because they—the Apostles—became will- 
ing and obedient instruments of Truth. 

Every time we are faced with any command or re- 
quirement of God’s righteous Law, Christ the Truth is 
saying to us, “Come ye after me,” or “Follow me.” Is our 
faith great enough so that we straightway leave our nets, 
or whatever may be entangling us, and follow Him? Will 
the effect of our immediate obedience reach down nearly 
2000 years as did theirs, to become a great blessing? Yea, 
not only 2000 years but out into eternity if we remain 


willing and obedient and if we continue to follow. 

We must keep the old scales off our eyes that we do not 
become blinded by some selfish desire and that we do not 
let that old deadening sleep ever close our eyes again. 
How easily the old drowsiness may fall upon us again if 
we allow ourselves to become inactive in the way; for we 
have iearned that truly, “Human nature is weak and 
needs stimulating” with “daily reading of the Word,” 
together with all those other Christian virtues which 
place before us a whole lifetime of godly service. 

If we keep busy and diligent in the way of righteous- 
ness we are not going to fall into that sleep, as did those 
“ten virgins” of Matthew 25. Think of the thousands who 
were swept down into everlasting silence while they all 
slumbered and slept! 


We are admonished not to slumber and sleep in the 
Lord’s work, for Proverbs 6:10, 11 warns us, “Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands 
to sleep [inactivity]: so shall thy poverty come as one 
that traveleth, and thy want as an armed man.” Our pov- 
erty will be lack of fruits of righteousness. There will be 
no time then to empty the spoiled and evil fruit from our 
basket and fill it with the lovely fruits of the spirit when 
that great Morning dawns and we stand face to face with 
the righteous Judge. “Behold, now is the accepted time: 
behold, now is the day of salvation” (II. Cor. 6: 2), now 
is the time to prepare an acceptable offering. 

Jesus commands in John 15:8 that His people bear 
much fruit. He says, “Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples,” and 
so shall we be accepted of Him. There are heights yet to 
reach that we must climb, and great depths of His riches 
in spiritual things we must attain. Paul says in Eph. 3: 
18, 19, we must do this, that we “may be able to compre- 
hend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height: and to know the love of Christ, which 
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the 
fullness of God.” 

This would surely bring about such a change in our 
being that none of our old nature would remain. When we 
think of our own smallness we might wonder how such a 
change could ever be wrought in us. The following illus- 
tration might help us to realize that by letting the Word 
of Truth work effectually within we could reflect the full- 
ness of God: 

“Standing on the deck of a ship in mid-ocean, you see 
the sun reflected from its depths. From a little boat on 
a mountain lake you see the sun reflected from its waters. 
Looking into the mountain spring, not more than six 
inches in diameter, you see the reflection of the same sun. 
Look into the dewdrop of the morning and there it is 
again, for the sun has a way of adapting itself to its re- 
flections.” 

The ocean is not too large to hold it, nor the dewdrop 
too small. So, likewise, the love of God can fill any willing 
one, whether his capacity be like the ocean, like the moun- 
tain jake, like the spring, or like the dewdrop. Whatever 
therefore be our capacity, this text opens to us the possi- 
bility of being “filled with the fullness of God.” But, as 
another has warned, “Beware of emptiness . . . empty 
hours, empty hands, empty companions, empty words, 
empty minds; for they draw in evil as a vacuum draws in 
air. To be occupied with good is the best defense against 
the inroads of evil.” 

May we be diligent to make it our business to be oc- 
cupied with our Father’s business. as He has instructed 
us in His Word. We are sure to find there enough, and 
more too, to occupy us till the coming of Jesus. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


We are indeed pleased to learn of this brother’s im- 
provement in health. He was visited last fall by some of 
our missionaries at his home near Edgar, Wis. 

“Dear Sir: Enclosed please find amount in this letter 
for THE MEGIDDO MEssAGE for the year, also Bible Les- 
sons. I save all of them for future reading. It is always 
something new in the Gospel which I enjoy so much. I have 
been isolated so long; now I can just about walk again. 

Yours truly, Mr. H—R—.” 


It is a pleasure to hear from this brother at Christian- 
sted, St. Croix, V. I. 

“Dear Beloved: I have received your kind letter and 
was glad. It is quite a long time that you have not heard 
anything from me. But I am still trusting in the Lord 
Jesus as my guide and leader. I get the MESSAGE regular- 
ly; thank you so much for your kind help. Please find 
amount enclosed for the MESSAGE. J— N. P—.” 


From a subscriber at West Monroe, La., is this kind 
letter. 

“Dear MEGIDDO MESSAGE: You will find enclosed 
amount to renew my little Mission paper. ... I do not 
want to miss a single copy. I enjoy the little S. S. papers 
so much. I wish we had the Megiddo Mission faith down 
here. I would enjoy visiting your church so much, but 
I’m old, 77 years, not able to get about. It is time all were 
waking up to the Truth, for the time in this age is ’most 
spent. Yours in the one Faith and Truth, Mrs. A— Y—.” 


From another aged reader is this renewal from Peter- 
boro, England. 

“The Megiddo Mission, Dear Friends: I am writing 
to give you my new address; I will be living here from 
now on. I am 82 years old ... and as 1 have no one to 
look after me, I am best here. The P. O. is sending the 
amount to renew my paper. I am glad to have the MEs- 
SAGE, it has helped me a lot... . I am glad to know that 
your work is thriving, which is certainly saying a lot for 
this day and age. Well, thanking you; may all good wishes 
go with you. I remain yours sincerely, H. L. S—.” 


From our oldtime friend is this kind word from Cor- 
ner Brook, Nfid. 

“Dear Friends: Enclosed please find amount to con- 
tinue my subscription for THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE, the 
little paper which I value so very much for its rich and 
wholesome material. I am truly grateful to you people 
for the knowledge of the truth which I have gained and 
am still gaining through the reading of the MESSAGE and 
Bible School Lessons and the study of God’s Holy Word, 
especially in the ‘What We Believe’ pages. I find them a 
wonderful enlightenment, as there is so much evidence to 
keep our faith high in God and His Word. 

Yours in the one Faith, M— A—.” 

Another renewal and kind expression is from Marion, 
N. Y. 

“Dear Megiddo Friends: Find enclosed amount for 
THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE. .. . I like your MESSAGE and I 
want to always take it. I thank you for the many nice 
Bible School Lessons that you have sent me. I hope you 
are all well and happy. Will close with much love to you 
all. Sincerely, Mrs. E— S—.” 


A very kind letter comes from readers of the MESSAGE 
at Belmont, N. H. 

“Megiddo Mission: I am enclosing amount for a year’s 
subscription for THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE. The Coming of 
Jesus and Elijah is wonderful. How true every word is! 

. My husband and I would like to be near so we could 
go to your Mission. You have helped us. We are poor and 
humble and live out in the country. We are all alone. Our 
Father in Heaven is with us, watching over us... . Your 
Mission seems very near to us, and we feel as though we 
belong. Please remember us in your prayers, as we also 
will remember you in ours; ail brothers and sisters. 

Yours truly, Mrs. V— G—.” 


A renewal of subscription comes from a reader at 
Murgravetown, Nfld. Canada. 

“Dear Friends: I must say that I certainly enjoy read- 
ing your paper; and seeing on the front page that it’s for 
a good cause, I am sending you the amount for your 
paper for the coming year. Yours sincerely, A— D—.” 


We appreciate these kind words from readers at Horse- 
heads, N. Y. 

“Dear Editor of THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE: We thank 
you for the free samples of MEGIDDO MESSAGE. Wife and 
I have enjoyed them very much. We call it a spiritual up- 
lift; it is grand. Please find amount enclosed to keep it 
coming to our home... . I am going on 87 years old, am in 
good health and still working. I know it pays to do the 
Lord’s will. May God bless you and keep you in your good 
work. Dr. & Mrs. J— L. J—.” 


A sister at Carrollton, Ohio, sends a good letter. 

“Dear Sister: As the month of February will soon 
draw to a close, it is a reminder of how soon the end of 
all months is rapidly approaching. But we who are trying 
to do right are looking forward, for we are promised in 
John 8: 51, ‘Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep 
my sayings he shall never see death’ [eternal death]. 
What a wonderful promise this is; to be able to live on 
the earth when there shall be no more wars, sickness or 
pain! Once we have started on the right path we must be 
ever vigilant that our footsteps do not falter but keep 
going forward. 

“We are told in Luke 9: 62, ‘No man having put his 
hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of God.’ The worldly things we give up are but a minor 
sacrifice compared to the reward we are offered... . 

A sister striving, M— W—.” 


A brother writes from Canastota, N. Y., of the many 
blessings. 

“Dear Brother: ... The question you ask in your poem 
is very timely: ‘What have you done with your time?” 
We should ask ourselves these questions at all times and 
try to improve the use of it. We are surrounded by the 
greatest of blessings; things our forefathers never 
dreamed of. Although we have more time at leisure, we 
do not seem to appreciate it. We can think of the early 
settlers that came to this country; how thankful they 
were for the blessings they had, although the hardships 
were so great that they suffered and many of them died. 
But it took that sort of people to keep on and try to make 
the best of every thing. Let us think of the hardships that 
they endured with the crude way of living; then think of 
the many blessings we have, and most of all the hearing 
ani learning of the wonderful Truth! How have we used 
our time? Brother Nichols was a good example of what 
we should be like. He had hardships to pass through, and 
came off conqueror. ... Fraternally yours, R— R. S—.” 
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TWO TABLES 


Two tables are before me spread 
Of which I have the right to choose; 
And I by Wisdom must be led, 
If by my choice I do not lose. 
Of dainties tempting to the eye 
And pleasing to the appetite 
One table has a good supply, 
But there is death in every bite! 


Upon the other is displayed 
A score or more of viands which, 
Though not so pleasingly arrayed, 
Are sure the system to enrich. 
Upon the one, bread of deceit 
Is found; of this I must beware. 
And who those grapes of wrath would eat, 
Is filled with sorrow and despair. 


Strange women tend the devil’s board, 
And with their flattery beguile; 
But all their wiles must be ignored, 
For their intent is to defile. 
Upon the table of the Lord, 
Love, Joy, and Peace—and Hope abound; 
And blessings earth cannot afford 
Are centered here the year around. 


So I must choose ’twixt love and hate; 
Between ephemeral joys of life 
And joys that never will abate. 
I must decide if peace or strife 
Shall! be my lot. Lord, help me make 
The wiser choice before too late. 
Help me sin’s follies to forsake, 
All good things love, the evil hate. 
—L. L. S. 
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